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• The more articles a publisher publishes, 
the more money it makes.  
 
And it works the same way in universities:  
 
• The more articles an academic publishes, 
the better his or her chances at promotion, 
tenure, salary increases, and … 
 
• The higher is the university ranking 
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A „good‟ journal is one that prides itself on a 
high impact factor & high rejection rate. 
Similarly, „good‟ research is research with  
rigour, which cites and is cited by other 
articles in other „good‟ journals, in which it is 
extremely difficult to get published, because 




There are two results of this circular situation: 
 
1. It creates an introspective, even closed, 
environment, where „insiders‟ are 
communicating with, writing for and citing 
„other insiders, in which it‟s difficult for new 
and disruptive (new) ideas to break through. 
 
2. The process of submission and publication 
















Adapted: Scientific Publishing: From vanity to strategy 
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Open access tells us about:  
 
- method of dissemination  
- whether we can reuse the information  
- whether the article is archived 
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Open access does NOT tell us 
about:  
 
- The scope of the journal  
- The quality of the journal  
- The language of the journal  
- The review process of the journal  











Predatory, open-access publishers  
• Unprofessionally exploit the author-pays model 
of open-access publishing (Gold OA) for their 
own profit.  
• spam professional email lists 
• largely soliciting article submissions for the clear 
purpose of gaining additional income.  
• Operating essentially as vanity presses, have a 
high article acceptance rate, with a false-front or 
non-existent peer review process.  
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Predatory, open-access publishers  
 
• They add little value to scholarship, pay 
little attention to digital preservation, and 
operate using fly-by-night, unsustainable 
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Crisis looming 
• Publishing frenzy:  over-publishing,  uncontrolled 
proliferation of journal articles, mostly of low quality 
• Mainly motivated by simplistic methods to evaluate 
faculty productivity by universities.  
• Scholars are unable to keep up with research in 
their fields, as their searches mostly result in low-
quality research.  
• The race to “publish or perish” may have an 
adverse effect on academic publishing as a whole.  
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How Libraries Can Help in Disseminating 
Access to Scholarly Publications 
 
1. Manage training on print/online access and  
retrieval techniques.  
2. Resource sharing through networking and 
collaboration with librarians, editors and 
publishers. 
3. Ensure that access to publications available in 
the library website are reliable. 
4. Preserve scholarly publications by archiving 
and indexing. 
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Asia Pacific Medical Journal Articles Central 
Archives (APAMED Central) 
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http://altmetrics.org/manifesto/  Priem et al  
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A Glimpse of the Future 
• Scientific communication and research will 
not be the same anymore.  
• The Internet and information technology 
are already impacting on the research 
landscape, scholarly publishing, research 
policy and funding, dissemination of 
knowledge, and the progress of science as 
a whole. 
• Social media will alter the landscape. 
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